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author of Krishna Karnamrudham, who
doted on Chintamani. His wife told him
that he could attain the highest state if
only he showed his love to God. Tulsidas
went to Benaras and studied Sanskrit and
Hindu scriptures. As common people did
not understand Valmiki's Ramayana in
Sanskrit, he wrote the Ramayana in Hindi
verses. In Valmiki's Ramayana Sita had to
pass through the ordeal of fire. Tulasidas
left it as the incident would not add to the
glory of Rama.

Sir, I have heard there were in Maharash-
tra Samartha Ramadas, Jnaneswara and
other saints. Kindly tell me about them.
JNANESWARA was the founder of the
mystic school in Maharashtra His great
work is Jnaneswari which is an elaborate
commentary in Marathi verses about
Bhagavad Gita. His followers were Eka-
nath, Tukaram, Samartha Ramadas
and others.

EKANATH : He was a Brahmin devo-
tee. His Bhagavada songs are sung in the
temple ofPandaripur. He pased away in
1608 A.D.

TUKARAM: He was a contemporary of
Sivaji. His songs speak of his boundless
devotion to God and his absolute self-sur-
render to Him. Sivaji sought him as his
Guru but Tukaram directed him to
Samartha Ramadas.

SAMARTHA RAMADAS : He was
born in 1608 A.D. He was 20 years older